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“Honoring the Past to Challenge the Future” 

Jon Hardy 



Jon Hardy, nearly a lifelong resident of Plattsmouth (45 years), attended Plattsmouth 

Community Schools graduating with the class of 1992.  He is the son of Sam (1973) and 

Jeannie Williamson Hardy (1972). 

While in high school, he participated in track, cross country, and golf.  He was a six-time 

state qualifier – three in track and three in cross country, in addition, earning captain and 

MVP for both track and cross country during his senior. 

Jon worked as a lifeguard for the Plattsmouth Community Pool while attending Metro 

Comm College studying law enforcement, worked in the Corrections Division for the 

Cass County Sheriff’s Department and began working for the Plattsmouth Police 

Department in 2001.  In 2002, Jon Hardy graduated from the Nebraska Law Enforcement 

Training Academy. 

As a twenty-five-year member of the Plattsmouth Police Department, he was four-year 

member of the South Metro SWAT team, and the department's training coordinator being 

promoted to Sergeant in 2024.   He has been certified by the Cooper Institute of Physical 

Fitness and holds certification in FEMA National Incident Management.  In addition, Jon 

is an instructor in the use of force, CPR/BLS, taser operation, firearms, active shooter 

situations and is the Police Department's drone operator.  

Sergeant Hardy has saved several lives in his career. He received a letter of 

commendation in 2012 for resuscitating a patient. Most famously while on patrol, he 

observed smoke coming from a residential home in Plattsmouth and rescued a citizen 

who survived from that house fire. For that display of valor, he was awarded the 

Plattsmouth Police Department Life Saving Award in 2019 and the Nebraska Funeral 

Directors Association Hero Award in 2020.  In all, he has received three lifesaving 

awards (2 with police; 1 with fire), 3 Plattsmouth Police Dept letters of commendation 

and has been appointed an Admiral of the Great Navy of the State of Nebraska in 2004. 

Giving back to his community has always been important to Jon.  He has served in the 

Plattsmouth Volunteer Fire Dept for twenty years, rising through the ranks to his current   

position of 1st Assistant Chief.  His service continues that of his father and grandfather, 

who also proudly served in the Plattsmouth Volunteer Fire Department.  He has served as 

a coach for various youth teams and has donated time to teachers and coaches in the 

community by offering no-cost CPR classes to them.  He has been named a Lord of the 

Realm for the Plattsmouth Harvest Festival in 2024 and in 2019 Plattsmouth Chamber of 

Commerce Volunteer of the year. 

He and his wife, Lisa, have two children, Krista (2022) and Brandon.  Sergeant Hardy has 

been a lifelong dedicated servant to the Plattsmouth community and has been selfless in 

his service. 
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Dr. Tom Sharp 



Dr. Tom Sharp is one of ten children of Roy and Alma Sharp.  He grew up in Plattsmouth, 

Nebraska and attended K-12 public school.  His family's long-time business continues to 

be a towing/salvage/mechanics service.  During his school years, Tom participated in 

multiple PHS activities, including college-prep courses, baseball, football, basketball, 

track, play production, class officer, student council, National Honor Society, band and 

choir as well as participating in the Episcopal church.  Unfortunately, he also experienced 

a life-altering car/train accident in his junior year.  He was a passenger in a car that 

claimed the lives of two PHS senior girls, Pam Henning and Cheryl Wilson. 

 

After graduation in 1972, Tom attended Augustana College, Sioux Falls, SD, where he 

met his future wife, Martha Ghormley from Lincoln.  Married since 1975, they raised 

five children, Marla, Tara, Karen, Valerie and Kyler. 

 

Tom has two master’s degrees from UNL, a specialist degree from UNK and a PhD from 

UNL.  His areas of study included curriculum/instruction, secondary principalship, 

professional administrative and supervisory with his doctorate in educational leadership 

and higher education. 

 

For fifteen years Tom taught 7-12 math, play production, advanced English comp and 

coached baseball, volleyball, basketball and track.  He then served as a school 

superintendent for 24 years in Nebraska and Missouri public schools. Even after becoming 

a school superintendent, he taught dual-credit college level English comp and college level 

algebra as well as tutoring math to UNL athletes. 

 

Tom Sharp daily demonstrated educational leadership.  As a superintendent of schools, he 

displayed his knowledge of school finance in a unique application of bond funding which 

saved his school district's existence.  He also created an innovative interlocal agreement to 

enhance learning opportunities and bring about eventual consolidation which brought 

praise from both the Lincoln Journal Star and the Nebraska Commissioner of Education.  

In the legislative arena he fought against proposed legislation harmful to public education 

and was honored by the state governor for his testimonies and published position papers. 

 

His guiding tenet as a public school educator has always been that “the main goal of 

teaching is to provide multiple, meaningful educational opportunities to every single 

student regardless of circumstance, limitations or past performances.”  He always strives 

to teach others not to be oblivious to the needs of others.  “Leadership without an eager 

willingness to serve is empty and not worthy of emulation.” 

 

In regards to service, Sharp has been a volunteer fireman, a community club member, an 

economic development councilman, a church youth group sponsor and Sunday school 

teacher, church chairman, the coordinators for the public school foundations, the president 

of Nebraska Schoolmasters, the president of UNL Teachers College Alumni Association, a 

FEMA response training member, and a legislation advocate. 
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Becky Wehrbein 



  

Becky Kastrick Wehrbein is a 1993 PHS graduate.  While in high school Becky was involved in 

multiple activities including volleyball, track and field, basketball, cheerleading, Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes, National Honor Society, yearbook staff and a class officer. 

 

In track and field, she won multiple medals throughout her career including gold medals at the 

NSAA State Track Meet in High Jump as a Freshman, the 4x100m Relay her sophomore year, 

and the 100m hurdles as a Junior and Senior, becoming the only four-time NSAA state champion 

in PHS history.  She also received an NSAA Track and Field silver medal in the 100m hurdles 

her sophomore yr and 300m hurdles her senior yr.  She currently still holds the PHS school 

record for the 100m hurdles, 300m hurdles and as a member of the 4x100m relay team. 

 

Upon graduation, she attended Midland Lutheran College in Fremont, NE graduating Summa 

Cum Laude in 1997 with a Bachelor of Science in Natural Science.  Her college career was 

highlighted with multiple honors.  She was a three-time NAIA Track & Field All-American, two-

time NAIA Academic All-American, four-time Track & Field All-Conference Champion, Big 

Brother/Big Sister of the Year recipient, Homecoming Queen and Midland College Female 

Athlete of the Year in 1997.  In addition, she was also President of Tri Phi Sorority, a Student 

Senate representative, President of Health Career Club, a Student Ambassador, Big Brother/Big 

Sister mentor, Freshman Orientation Leader, Alpha Lambda Delta and Cardinal Key Academic 

Society member.   

 

She continued her education by receiving her Master of Physician Assistant Studies in 1999 from 

University of Nebraska Medical Center, graduating with High Honors and receiving a UNMC 

Regent Scholarship.  Becky has been an OB/GYN Physician Assistant since her graduation, 

working at clinics in the Bellevue and Papillion area.  She currently works at the CHI Outpatient 

clinic in Midlands Hospital.  Becky is also an Associate Clinical Professor with the Creighton 

University College of Medicine where she proctors PA students in the clinical setting and 

lectures on Women's Health issues in the classroom.  As part of the Creighton MAGIS Clinic, 

she volunteers at the Sienna Francis House providing free health care to the homeless population.  

Through the years, Becky has also provided job shadowing experience to many high school and 

college students interested in the Physician Assistant profession. 

 

Becky and her husband, Chad, have been members of LifeSpring Church, Bellevue, for over 25 

years and have served as Sunday School teachers and Youth Group Leaders for many years.  She 

has been a sponsor for the PHS Fellowship of Christian Athletes, a Teammates mentor, a 

community representative for the PHS Academy Steering Committee, Plattsmouth Soccer Club 

Treasurer, volunteer Coach for Plattsmouth Youth Softball as well as for the Plattsmouth 

Destination Imagination Team, a classroom volunteer for the Plattsmouth Elementary School, the 

PTA Outdoor Classroom Committee Chair, and member of the PHS PACK Fundraising 

Committee.    Becky has volunteered her time as a grant writer, helping to raise tens of thousands 

of dollars for the Plattsmouth PACK, PTA, and Soccer Clubs.  Chad and Becky were awarded 

the Plattsmouth Optimist Club “Friend of Youth” award in 2018 for their contributions to the 

Plattsmouth Community.   

 

Becky and her husband, Chad (PHS '95), are the parents of Jude (PHS '22) and Sage. 
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Michael T. Wilson 



Michael (Mike) Todd Wilson is a 1991 graduate of Plattsmouth High School.  He is the son of Todd Wilson (PHS ‘64) and Pat 

Wilson Piper (PHS ‘67).  Mike attended Kindergarten through 2nd grade at Plattsmouth Central Elementary School, but then 

moved to Lincoln, NE, with his mother for eight years. He visited his father here in Plattsmouth every other weekend.  Mike’s 

firefighting ambitions began at just three years old. As a child, he was a fixture at the local station, pedaling his Big Wheel or 

racing on foot whenever the fire whistle blew. His dedication was so intense that his kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Lambert, had to 

move his desk next to hers to keep him from bolting—while his classmates would jokingly block the door to keep him in class. 

For Mike, the fire service was not just a career choice; it was a lifelong calling. 

During Mike’s time in Lincoln, he was a member of the Boy Scouts of America and earned the rank of Eagle Scout in June 

1988. The Boy Scouts is where he began developing his leadership skills and helping people throughout his community. In 

1986, Mike received the National Medal of Merit Lifesavers Award from the B.S.A. for his calm response in safely rescuing 5 

young children from a house that was beginning to catch fire.  In 1987, Mike joined the Lincoln Fire Department Explorer Post 

888. There he learned firefighting and basic first-aid training from the Lincoln Fire Dept. 

In 1988, Mike returned to Plattsmouth to live with his father for the start of his high school years.  During his Sophomore and 

Senior years of high school he participated in football and wrestling. Following his 1991 high school graduation, Mike moved 

to Murray, Nebraska, where he joined the Murray Volunteer Fire Department.  During his tenure through 1994, he earned his 

State of Nebraska EMT license and was appointed as the department's Training Officer in 1993. Following high school, Mike 

gained experience with several local businesses before finding his professional home at Schmidt/OFC Liquid Trucking. He has 

dedicated the past 25 years to the company, serving as their Safety/Fleet Coordinator and Driver. 

In 1994, Mike returned to Plattsmouth, finally of age (21) to become a 2nd-generation member of the Plattsmouth Volunteer 

Fire and Rescue Department.  Mike received his State of Nebraska Firefighter I Certificate from the Nebraska State Fire 

Marshal in 1996, was elected among his fellow rescue members as the Rescue Squad Lieutenant in 1997.  He was appointed by 

his Fire Chief, Michael Kief, to the department’s Fire Lieutenant position the next year.  From 1999 to 2004, Mike was elected 

as 1st Assistant Fire Chief for the department and served in this position for 6 years. 

In 2005, following an election by his peers and an appointment by the Mayor, Mike became the Fire Chief of the Plattsmouth 

Volunteer Fire Department. Over the past 21 years, he has distinguished himself as the longest-serving Fire Chief in the 

department’s history, a record dating back to 1880.  

Mike has been appointed and received numerous honors during his career with the PVFD including being appointed by 

Nebraska’s Governor to serve on the Cass County Local Emergency Planning Commission (LEPC) and is still active with the 

Cass County LEPC as the Hazmat Transportation representative.  He is a past advisor leader for the Omaha Fire Department 

Explorer Post. That experience helped his oldest son, Dakota, jump-start his career in the fire service as a 3rd-generation 

member. The National Safety Council’s Greater Omaha Chapter honored Mike with the Public Servant Award, recognizing his 

outstanding leadership and successful efforts to modernize Plattsmouth’s Emergency Medical Delivery System. As the Fire 

Chief, he worked with the Plattsmouth Mayor, City Council, and Administration for 4 years on a project to provide a full-time 

paid paramedic to the Plattsmouth EMS Department. The Plattsmouth EMS Department is now staffed as a combination 

department with both paid and volunteer staff.  In 2021, Mike retired from Plattsmouth EMS after 30 years as an EMT/EMS 

provider. He is an active member of the International Association of Fire Chiefs. Conjoining with the Missouri Valley Division-

MVD IAFC and the Volunteer and Combination Officers Section.  

On a local level, he became a Lord of the Realm of the Plattsmouth Harvest Festival due to his tireless efforts assisting at the 

festival since his teenage years.  He was also named Plattsmouth Citizen of the Year by the Plattsmouth Community Foundation 

for his dedicated service and commitment to the community. 

Mike married his high school sweetheart, Dawn (Helsley) Wilson (PHS ‘90), in 1993. They live in rural Plattsmouth and have 4 

sons: Dakota (PHS '14), Jordon (PHS '19), Brady (PHS '24), and Presley (PHS '25) as well as a daughter-in-law, Corryn, and 

two grandchildren, Maverik and Maysi.  Mike would use this family support as the backbone for his dedication and service to 

the community. Mike is honored to join the Hall of Fame, a milestone he attributes to the strong professional and family 

foundations of his youth. To Mike, his success is a testament to the power of mentorship and its role in shaping the community 

leaders of tomorrow.




