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ñDynamic Duoò Cindy Macrander Wohlfarth and  Jodi McKnight Traut 

named Co-Alums of the Year 2025 

 

Cindy Macrander Wohlfarth was born in Winterset, Iowa.  She moved to Cass 

County when she was about 4 years old with her parents, Norma and Melvin, 

and her older brothers Michael ó70 and Marty ô72.  They lived in Murray and 

later moved to Plattsmouth.  After her mother married Emerson Wiles ó47 the 

family grew with the addition of her younger sister, Roxanne Wiles ó90. 

Cindy attended two country schools in the district, Jean School and Rock 

Creek, before attending the Plattsmouth Community Schools in town.  Central 

Elementary School was where she met Jodi McKnight.  When they got to be 

high school freshmen, the alphabet made them locker partners.  From there 

they became lifelong friends.   During her time at PHS Cindy was a member of 

the Marching Band, Drill Team, Pep Club, Chorus, French Club, Student 

Council, Golf Team, Lettermanôs Club and Ski Club. 

Many friendships were created back in Plattsmouth Schools that still hold true 

today.  Jodi and Cindy have worked together on many projects.  Jodi let her 

help at the concession stand at the ball park, teaching her how to make cotton 

candy.  They were in Jobôs Daughters together.  In 1975 Cindy reached the title 

of Honored Queen of Bethel #24.   A couple years after graduation Cindy and Jodi worked together at the 

Murray State Bank.  Cindy continued working at the Murray State Bank, then at Sack Bookkeeping, and at 

D & W Insurance.  From there, Cindy went on to work with her mother managing Wiles Farms Inc., Wiles 

Investment Co. Ltd, CMM Family Farms, LLC, and D-W Land Co., LLC, taking over Normaôs duties when 

she retired, a job she continues to hold to this day.  Cindy converted all the accounts to a computer pro-

gram, streamlining the entire operation.  Cindy wears many hats at her job, managing roughly 3,500 acres 

of farmland in Nebraska and Iowa, payroll, tax reports, working with the accountant reconciling all income 

and expenses for tax purposes, maintaining investments, banking, insurance, etc., as well as dealing with six 

residential rental properties.  

  In June of 1977 Cindy married Alan Wohlfarth.  To this union a daughter was born, Alison Jo ô98.  Alison 

and her husband Matt Burns live in Papillion with Cindyôs 

lovely grandchildren, Liliana & Logan.  Cindy and Alan cur-

rently reside in a home on Young Lane, just north of Beaver 

Lake.  They spend as much time with the grandchildren as 

possible  

Cindy is a proud graduate of the PHS Class of 1976. 

LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΥ 
tƎ нΥ  !ƭǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 
tƎ оΥ  t9C DƻƭŦ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ  
tƎпΥ  IƻƴƻǊ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 
tƎ рΥ  IƻƴƻǊ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 
tƎ сΥ  {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ 

tƎ тΥ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎ κ /ƻŀŎƘ aŎYƴƛƎƘǘ Cǳƴ wǳƴ  
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 Jodi McKnight Traut grew up in the busy Plattsmouth household of 

Cecil & Lila McKnight.  Jodi was the youngest of four children and the only 

girl.  She was surrounded by boys (Jim ô70, Tom ô71, Scott ô75) and sports, 

clubs and community service.  

 She found her own places to shine.  Blue Birds, 4-H, Jobôs Daughters, 

and some Jr. Olympics experience.  She had two favorite activities, at age 5 

she started her first dance lessons from Janice Freeburg, the next year she 

started baton lessons so she could participate in the fall parades she loved 

watching.  She took the dance lessons through high school and became a fea-

ture twirler for the PHS Blue Devil Marching Band in high school.   Jodi was 

also in Pep Club, Pep Band, National Honor Society, and Chorus.  Earning 

her own spending money was a house rule.  She started with a Paper route. 

She assisted in teaching lessons to younger dancers and had her own twirling 

classes for younger twirlers while she was in high school.  Teaching these les-

sons helped her pay for the lessons she took.  She was an extraordinary 

babysitter, very much in demand by PHS faculty. 

She says, ñMy first óreal jobô was running the concession stand at Memorial 

Baseball Park during the summer.  I had to make the yumburger, order all 

the supplies and make sure I had workers to help me!ò  Jodi graduated from PHS in 1976, the last class from 

the old high school on Main Street! 

After high school she went to UNL for 1 year.  She realized she didnôt really know what she wanted to 

do, so she got a job at Murry State Bank.  When she worked there the bank began moving into the computer 

age for all their records.   She realized, ñthe computers sparked my interest so I went to a computer program-

ming school.ò  At that time, it was only 6 months long.  I got my first job in banking in 1979.ò  She worked in 

that same banking industry until 2022.  ñThe changes I 

have seen!ò  She started as a junior programmer and end-

ed up as a Sr. Business Analyst.   She helped banks all 

over the world install software like Mobile/Online banking 

and many other interfaces.  She retired in July of 2022 

and is loving that good life!   She enjoys playing bingo, 

bowling, golfing, going to Broadway musicals and attend-

ing Husker sports with her brother Jim.  Husker Volley-

ball is her favorite.  She also likes to go to Las Vegas with 

her girlfriends.  She helps organize several different chari-

ty golf events. 

Jodi has two children, Jamie is married with two 

children, Sydney & Parker in Kansas City.  Eric is mar-

ried with two children, Ryan & Lily in Elkhorn.    She was 

a soccer, golf, dance, and hockey mom years ago and now 

helping when she can to do it all again as a grandma.   She 

hosts the most magnificent sleepovers for grandkids! 

ñI volunteer at as many of the alumni events as 

possible.  I love supporting PHS.  I helped plan several 

class reunions.  Thanks so much for this honor.ò  
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