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BETTY HENRY ‘58 - 2021 ALUM OF THE YEAR 
Betty Smiley Henry, PHS Class of 1958, has been named the 2021 Alum of the Year for 
her dedication to the Plattsmouth community, family business, animal advocacy, and her 
Alma Mater. 
 

 Betty is the middle child of the late Doris and John Smiley.   Jay, Betty, and Kris 
were raised in South Omaha until Betty’s  7th grade year, when the family moved to a farm 
in LaPlatte, Nebraska.  Life on the farm was glorious for Betty, she could feed and care for 
calves, ducks, chickens, pheasants, peacocks, wood ducks, sheep, and a horse.  Her 4-H 
years included cooking and sewing.   In LaPlatte she attended a two-room, 4 student, middle 
school.  The next year she was a freshman at Central High School in Omaha!    The next 
year Betty started her sophomore year at Plattsmouth High School, just the right size!  She 
was a busy student while being on the Honor Roll, she participated in Chorus, Operetta, Va-
riety Show, Senior Octet, Class Play, Platter Staff, Annual Staff, and Pep Club. 
 After graduation at PHS in 1958, Betty went to work as a secretary at the Watson 
Brothers, trucking firm.   Her job there was short lived due to a strike.  She took a job at Al-
lied Chemical in accounting and then moved to sales.  She became re-acquainted with Norm 
Henry’57, an old flame, in fall of 1958.  She even “got him a job” at Allied and they were 
married in January of 1960.  They made their home in Plattsmouth where they raised a 
daughter Kelli’86 and son Jeff’’90.  Betty and Norm celebrated 56 wonderful years of mar-
riage before Norm passed away in 2016.  
 Betty was an overachieving, stay-at-home Mom with Blue Birds, Campfire, PTA, 
Room Mother, Band Parent, all while working part-time in the meat department of Jack & 

Jill.  She is still “Mom” to her children’s friends and their children!  She is a member of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Plattsmouth, working on whatever project or function she is needed.  She has volunteered at the Senior Citizen Nutrition Center 
and helped fold thousands of Alumni newsletters over the years! 
  In 1966 Norm and Betty started buying rental properties and in 1976 came the mobile home park in Plattsmouth.  It 
was truly a family venture as they all worked together for many years to get it whipped into “Henry Standards”.   Betty became 
the bookkeeping department for N & B Rentals.  They went on to purchase and sell many other properties over the next 50+ 
years.   The family business continues to thrive to this day with the help of her son and daughter-in-law. 
 Betty’s true passion is her advocacy for the welfare of animals.  There has always been a pet in Betty’s life.  Norm and 
Betty used to vaccinate/spay/neuter and find new homes for all the strays they found at any of the rental properties, on their 
doorstep, or at the town’s shelter.   She has been a member of the animal advocacy group, Happy Paws since its inception in 
2008, currently serving as the treasurer.  Her business experience has helped the group keep track of donations, grants, taking 
care of spay/neuter vouchers for families who need help, tracking adoptions, while keeping money in the bank.  Her compas-
sion is seen in the caring for animals, 
transporting animals, organizing fundrais-
ers and placing animals in loving homes.  
 In her free time Betty enjoys tak-
ing care of her cats, helping with Happy 
Paws, spending time with her family, go-
ing to lunch with her classmates, having 
lunch with her Red Hat friends, and travel-
ing.  Betty enjoys reading, her favorite 
genre is suspense novels with animals in 
the story line.  In the spring and summer, 
Betty loves tending to the many flower 
gardens in her yard. 

 



At the 2021 Alumni Banquet last October, Ken Aylor ‘57 asked for a few minutes to make a 
presentation on behalf of his late brother Vernon a member of the PHS Class of 1956.    Ken 
told us of the closeness he experienced with his brother and the passions Vern held dear in 
his life.  He was proud of the ideals of a humble man who worked hard and did quite well 
for a bachelor teacher and coach.  Ken was especially proud of Vern’s generosity to his fam-
ily, his community, and his alma mater even after his passing on June 27, 2021.   Ken then 
presented the Plattsmouth Alumni Association with a bequest from Vern’s estate in the 
amount of $10,000.00 to benefit the Association and Plattsmouth Students. 

 

A little bit about Vernon Lee Aylor. 
 Vern was the middle child of 3 boys, Charles’52, Vern’56, and Ken’57.  His parents were 
Roy and Elva Irene (Epley) Aylor.  The family moved from Table Rock, Nebraska when Vern 

was 4 years old.   Plattsmouth became their home to grow, play, and learn in.  In High School, Vern was active in band 
and sports and loved math!  He was first chair Tuba in band, lettered in track and football.  A high school friend offered 
this football story:  In 1955, while playing in a football game, Vern lost a contact lens. (yes, a contact lens in 1955)  They 
stopped the game and the players were on hands and knees looking for the lens.  Nobody remembers if they found it! 
 After graduation, Vern went to Tarkio College on a Football scholarship.  He attended Tarkio until a concussion 
ended his playing career.  He then transferred to Peru State Teachers College, he earned his teaching degree in math and 
coaching in 1960.  His career started at Holmesville, Nebraska where he taught math and coached 8-man football for two 
years, then moved to Odell, Nebraska to teach and coach for the next 13 years.  He jumped at the chance to be Conestoga 
High School’s first football coach.  His mother was in the stands that night in 1983 when he got his 100th Victory as a 
football coach!  Vern stepped down from coaching in 1991 and became the athletic director while still teaching math.  
Vern retired from teaching in 1998. 
 Vern was known as a guy who would do anything to help a person at any time.  He was a math whiz who could 
easily do a SUDOKU puzzle.  When computers started to be a household item, he was the “computer guy” for many of his 
friends.  Vern was a fan of all sports on TV.   In retirement, he could be found most mornings solving the world’s prob-
lems over coffee at Mom’s Cafe  with friends, unless there was a golf game scheduled! 
 In surveying past students, coworkers, and friends, some of 
the responses were: 
“He taught me respect, the will to do things a little better than I at-
tempt.”  “He taught with a kind and generous spirit and a subtle hu-
mor that did not go unnoticed.”   “He told me, ‘it is not the biggest guy 
that wins out here, it’s the guy that doesn’t quit, that wins out here’!”  
“He rarely sugar coated anything, he was direct, honest, and truly 
concerned.  It was what we needed to grow up and be ready for what 
the world had in store.”  “He helped me enjoy Algebra and ‘survive’ 
geometry!”  “I am a math teacher and coach because of Vern Aylor!” 

VERN AYLOR ‘56  
REMEMBERS THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION WITH A $10,0000 BEQUEST 

Ken, Charles & Vern Aylor 



2020—2021 Honor Classes 

Celebrating her 70th Class Reunion in 2020 

from the Class of 1950 - Florene Duda Nickles  
Celebrating his 70th Class Reunion in 2021 

from the Class of 1951 - Art Newburn.  

Celebrating their 65th Class Reunion in 2021 from the Class of 1956 (L-R) - Bill Gansemer, Brenda Ofe Todd, Jim Ulrich, Bev 

Sprieck Hirz, June Wagner, Roger Wehrbein, Beverly Sullivan Ebersole, Francis Gochenour.  

Celebrating their 65th 

Class Reunion in 2020 

from the Class of 1955  

(L-R) - Joann Koubek 

Pechacek, Ruth Bruns 

Johnson, Gail Peterson 

Johnson, Ken Johnson, 

Roger Hild and Bill Todd.  



Celebrating their 60th Class Reunion in 2022 from the 

Class of 1960 (L-R) - Brian Nelson, Charlie Stoehr, 

Loretta Thornton Draper and Mike Horn.  

Celebrating their 60th Class Reunion in 2021 from the 

Class of 1961 (L-R) - Carol Spangler Gray, Susan 

Petereit Dellinger, Rose Marie Gochenour Ficklin.  

Celebrating their 50th Class Reunion in 2020 from the class of 1970 (L-R) 

- Reggie Thompson, Shari Grove Thompson, Mary Holy Prince, Joyce 

Westpfahl, Janelle Jacobs, Welstead, Laurie Skalak Collins, Sandy 

Holman McKnight, Barry Jose, JoAnn Jacobs Murtha, And Jim 

McKnight.  

Celebrating their 50th Class Reunion in 2021 from the 

class of 1971 (L-R) - Steve Rishel, Chuck Jordan and 

Rick Collins.  

HONOR CLASSES CONTINUED 

Celebrating their 45th Class 

Reunion from the Class of 

1976 (L-R) - Randi Hackwith 

VanDyne, Jodi McKnight 

Traut and Cindy Macrander 

Wohlfarth.  



Class of 1957 -  The 65th reunion will be celebrated over Memorial weekend this year.  Friday evening, May 
27th at Bay Hills Golf Club for drinks and memories.  The Annual Alumni Banquet on Saturday the 28th.  Send in 
your individual reservations using the Form in this newsletter.  Finishing with a catered breakfast on Allgeier’s  
Patio on Sunday, the 29th!     
 
Class of 1962 -  The Class of 1962 is making tentative plans for their 60th Reunion in September 2022.  Watch 
the mail and e-mail for more information.     
 

Class of 1967 -  The Class of 1967 will be holding their 55th class reunion Friday, May 27th at the Plattsmouth 
VFW.  Social time is from 4-6pm with a cash bar.  A BBQ buffet will follow at 6pm (cost is $20 per person).   We 
will get together Saturday, May 28th at the PHS Alumni banquet.  Make your reservation by sending in the 
RSVP page in this newsletter.  Contact Suzanne Solomon Wilson at 129 West Deer Lane in Plattsmouth or call 
402-297-2333 with any questions.  

 
Class of 1972 -  The 50 year class reunion will be held on May 27th at 
6:00pm at Beyond BBQ in Plattsmouth.  Information on cost and res-
ervations has been sent via email and USPS mail.  Everyone will meet 
at the Alumni Banquet on Saturday, May 28th to represent the 50 
year class!  Reservation info is included in this newsletter.  There is 
still time to donate to the scholarship fund given by the 50 year class.  
Any questions, call or email Rhonda Wilson Fauss at 402-669-3036 
or NECOOLGIRL@msn.com 
 
 
If your class is planning an event, we would be happy to help spread 

the word!   Send your information to plattsmouthalum@gmail.com to be includ-
ed in the next Newsletter.   The next newsletter is scheduled for early August! 
 

CLASS NOTICES 

mailto:NECOOLGIRL@msn.com
mailto:plattsalum@gmail.com


NOMINATIONS FOR PHS 
ALUM OF THE YEAR 
The Plattsmouth Alumni Association is seeking  

Nominations for the  2022 ALUM OF THE YEAR. 

Nominations will be accepted until May 1, 2022 
Please submit nominations to:  Plattsmouth Alumni Association 

Attn: Alum of the Year Committee  

P.O. Box 283    Plattsmouth, NE   68048 

 

This award will be given annually in recognition of outstanding contribu-

tions that a PHS Alum has given to his or her community.  The recipient 

will be selected based on the following: 

• Individual must be a PHS ALUM 

• Contributions to the betterment of his/her community 

 

The nominator should submit a biographical statement of the nominee, 

to include a brief family history and accomplishments the individual has 

made during their life since graduation (please state year of graduation).  

The nominator must submit a brief statement explaining why they have 

nominated this individual and that the candidate can attend the banquet. 
 

2014 -Susan Ofe Webster – Class of 1973 

2015 - Beverly Sprieck  Hirz  - Class of 1956 

2016 - Pete Hill - Class of 1948 

2017 - Charles Warga - Class of 1947 

2018 - Jeff Wiles - Class of 1981 

2019 - Charles Kerns - Class of 1954 

2021 - Betty Smiley Henry - Class of 1958 

2006 - Sharon Ramge Smith – Class of 1957  

2007 - Carl Glup – Class of 1966 

2008 - Frank Bierl – Class of 1934 

2009 - Dean Meisinger - Class of 1951 

2010 -Mary Evers Skalak - Class of 1945 

2011 - Flora Belle Mead Wehrbein - Class of 1938 

2012 - Carole Pfeifer Winscot    - Class of 1959 

2013 -Dr. William Rishel – Class of 1967 

THE  

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  

NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
Over 19 years ago, the PHS Alumni Association 

created a large database of PHS Graduates.  This 

list has grown to over 8,500 names, however we 

realize that much of our database is outdated.  We 

are using a new electronic system to update our 

records and provide our alums with updated in-

formation and newsletters via email.  To update 

your contact information, please enter the follow-

ing into your web-browser and provide us with 

your contact information.  

 

http://eepurl.com/ddrSOP 
 

With the increased cost of printing and postage 

we would like to move towards electronic com-

munication, however we will continue to mail 

newsletters to individuals who cannot access 

email.   



22
nd

   Annual Plattsmouth Alumni Association 
Celebration – May 28, 2022 

 

Make plans to attend the 22nd Annual Alumni Association All School Banquet.  This is a wonderful opportunity to visit with old 

friends and make new ones.  It is held in the Plattsmouth High School Gym,  1916 Old Hwy. 34  at 6:00 P.M., on Sat-
urday, May 28, 2022.  The cost is $23.00 per person.  Return this reservation form,  before May16th.   Make checks payable to:  
Plattsmouth Alumni Association and send them to P.O. Box 283 in Plattsmouth, NE  68048.  Any questions regarding the 2022 
Plattsmouth Alumni CELEBRATION may be directed to Sandy McKnight 402-298-8513 or mom14509@yahoo.com. 
 

Special recognition to the HONOR CLASSES of 2022 
 

Banquet Details 
Doors open at 5:30 
6:00 P.M. – Dinner 

7:00 P.M. –   Honors Ceremony  
 

DINNER RESERVATION 
Dinner will be served at 6:00 P.M. in the  Plattsmouth High School Gym,   cost is $23.00 per person. 
 
_______________ Number  Attending.    TOTAL  $___________________ 
 
Names of those Attending: (for name tags, please include classmate and guest names)  

Name (Maiden Name) ____________________________________________________Graduation year ________ 

Name (Guest) __________________________________________________________ 

Name (Maiden Name) ____________________________________________________Graduation year ________ 

Name (Maiden Name) ____________________________________________________Graduation year ________ 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Annual Membership Dues - $10.00     Please help us keep our membership records current,  

provide us with your current address even if you do not plan to attend the annual banquet. 

 

Name (Maiden Name) ___________________________________________________Graduation year ________ 

Name (Maiden Name) ___________________________________________________Graduation year ________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________________________State___________Zip____________________ 

Phone____________________________ E-Mail____________________________________________________ 

                      ______  YES,  I would like my Alumni Newsletter/News Information sent via e-mail 

         
□ Enclosed is my Annual Membership fee of $10.00 per person for the Plattsmouth Alumni Association 

□ Enclosed is my Lifetime Membership Fee of $150.00 per person. 

□ Enclosed is my donation to the Alumni Association Scholarship Fund   $_______________ 

□ Enclosed is my donation to the Alumni Association General Fund         $_______________ 

□ Enclosed is my donation to the Class of 1972 Scholarship Fund            $_______________ 

□ Enclosed is my donation to the Class of 1973 Scholarship Fund          $_______________ 

 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $____________________ 

 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  Plattsmouth Alumni Association 

P.O. Box 283 – Plattsmouth, Nebraska  68048 
 

The Alumni Association is under the 501(c)(3) tax umbrella of the Plattsmouth Education Foundation 
A receipt will be returned for your donations 

mailto:mom14509@yahoo.com
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Join us for a great day of golf and 

help support a greater cause. 

Saturday, September 24, 2022 
9:00 AM Shotgun Start 

Lake Ridge Golf Course 

18 Hole Scramble  

  

$75 Individual  

$300 Foursome 

7th 
Annual 

CHARITY 
EVENT 

 
“Cecil McKnight Memorial Golf Event” 

Email Registration: plattsedfoundation@gmail.com  

 

Golfers can register by calling or emailing, 

Sandy McKnight at 402-298-8513    


