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The Plattsmouth Education Foundation was established in 1988 and recog-

nized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation.   
 
The mission of the Plattsmouth Education Foundation is to compliment the 
schoolõs educational quality for the benefit of students and residents of the 
Plattsmouth School District. 

 
The purpose is to be the connecting link between those who wish to give of 

their resources for the betterment of our schools and the children of the 
community who would be the beneficiaries of that generosity. 

Plattsmouth Education Foundation Board of  Directors  
 

Sonny Ashford - President 
Brian P. Harvey ð Vice President 

Tonda Haith ð Treasurer 
Richard Hasty ð Secretary 

Max Muller ð School Board Liaison  
Sandra McKnight ð Executive Director  

Plattsmouth Education Foundation, PO Box 283, Plattsmouth, NE  68048 

The Plattsmouth Education Foundation is a 501c3 organization. All donations made are tax deductible . 

(Consult your tax professional for eligibility questions). 

MINI GRANTS for TEACHERS 
     Mini grants are provided to teachers at all levels through competitive grant writing proposals that will enhance the 
educational opportunities in the classroom.  The award amounts are dependant on the funds raised during the previous 
year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STARS BANQUET 
     In May 2004 the first STARS Banquet was held to celebrate academic excellence by honoring the top 10% of the 
graduating class and the teachers who made a significant impact on their lives. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLATTSMOUTH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
     The Foundation gave the Plattsmouth Alumni Association the financial boost it needed for a rebirth in time for the 
new millenium.   The first all school reunion banquet was held on May 25, 2000 with 200 alums and guests.   Along 
with support to many school  projects and fundraisers,  the Alumni Association has awarded over $77,764 in scholar-
ships to Plattsmouth High School graduates in the past 21 years! 



 

 Once known as the POPS Foundation, the Plattsmouth Education Foundation is designed to support and enhance the educa-
tional experience of the students in the Plattsmouth School System.  We enjoy the tax status of a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  (This 
IRS classification gives us the ability to give a donor a receipt for his donation to claim on his taxes.) Connecting funds needed to support the pro-
jects and students who will benefit the most. 
 

 The Plattsmouth Education Foundation was incorporated by the Plattsmouth Board of Education in 1988.  The focus during 
those beginning years was securing endowments for student scholarship.   
     The first Robert T. & Dorothy Walling Wiley Memorial Scholarships of $2000 each were given to ten 1992  graduates.  As of 2020 
the Wiley Scholarship has awarded $1,241,600 to 576 graduates.  
     The first Fred V. Duda Memorial Scholarship, acquired by the Foundation, was $5000 to one 1993 graduate.   The Duda Family has 
awarded $375,000 to 75 PHS graduates to date.   
 

 Programs of the Foundation are funded by individual donations, grants, and proceeds from the annual Cecil McKnight Charity 
Golf Tournament.  Programs of the Foundation are only limited by the imagination! 

 

On going Programs of the Foundation are as follows: 
 
POPS PLACE  
      POPS PLACE  is a Before & After School Kids Club managed by the Foundation and licensed by NDHHS. 
POPS Place opened in 1997 to relieve the ñlatch key kidsò situation in Plattsmouth.  Located in the Plattsmouth 
Elementary School, it has become a popular kids club that provides a safe, convenient, educational, affordable 
and fun place for families.   
 
 

VOTER INFORMATION FORUMS 
     Forums are held prior to primary and general elections, when information is needed to encourage an educated 
voting public when the school system is effected.  (these public forums are non-political and do not support individual 
candidates) 
 
 

 

Our Speaker 
 

Mr. Noah Whitmore 

 Navigating through a blissfully unpredictable life, 
Noah Whitmore has performed on the stages of profes-
sional theater venues in Kansas City, developed award 
winning marketing software, and has silently made count-
less contributions to industries from small appliance retail 
to self-help as a ghostwriter for dozens of authors and con-
tent creators.  But for the last eight years, the 2005 PHS 
graduate has been making his mark on the world of 
healthcare IT, holding Senior positions with CommonSpir-
it Health, one of the largest healthcare organizations in the 
country. 
 Growing up in Plattsmouth, Noah kept his days 
busy with school plays and one-acts, Destination Imagina-
tion (or as us old folks know it ï ñOdyssey of the Mindò), 
marching/concert/jazz band, and even found an aptitude 
for crafting great drive-through greetings while working at 
Burger King.  Around 2004,  you may have been greeted 
with ñThank you for choosing Burger King, where wishes 
really come true.  Which extra value meal can we get 
you?ò  He was fortunate enough to find a passion for com-
petitive speaking and hit his stride on the PHS Speech 
Team, earning many honors including multiple conference 
and district titles as well as four state championships. 
 Noah started his higher education journey at Has-
tings College, then (lovingly) followed his girlfriend Amy 

(now his wife) to Peru State College and finally finished his undergraduate education in 2011 at the 
University of Central Missouri majoring in Speech, Communication, and Theater Education.  While in 
college, he worked at several professional theaters in Kansas City, and enjoyed roles in the collegeôs 
summer stock performances.  When he wasnôt in class or performing he was usually at a computer, 
learning to code in multiple programming and scripting languages ï a skill that fortunately paid off, 
providing an income when he and Amy moved into a loft apartment in downtown Kansas City to pursue 
a life in the tight knit theater community full of passionate, talented, and penniless young actors. 
 When Noah and Amy made the decision to become parents, they made their way back to Ne-
braska, first living in Omaha and then back to Plattsmouth.  Noah found a new career in healthcare IT in 
2015, when he joined CHI Health as a Clinical Informaticist, a position which allowed him to leverage 
his passion for education and technology while training healthcare professionals how to efficiently use 
the companyôs complex computer systems.  In 2019, he made the move to CHI Healthôs parent corpora-
tion, CommonSpirit Health, where he leads a global team of innovative technology professionals as an 
Instructional Design lead for the companyôs Application and Software Engineering division. 
 Noah and his wife, Amy (White, PHS ô04), have three boys aged nine and under who attend 
Plattsmouth public schools.  He earned a Masters in Business Administration with a concentration in 
Information Technology Management in 2020 and is currently pursuing a Doctorate in Business Ad-
ministration, hoping to begin his dissertation phase before the end of 2023. 



Meet Mrs. Nielsen 

Son of John & Niki Campin  

  
 I chose Mrs. Nielsen because she is a huge role 
model to me and she opened my mind to a whole new side of education.  
I only have had her as a teacher my junior year, but thatôs how much of 
an impact she has had on me.  I took Anatomy with her and I was terri-
fied to take it because it is a challenging class.  However, she made it so 
fun and so interesting!  It has been one of my favorite classes I have 
ever taken to this day.  Mrs. Nielsen has such a big heart and is always 
so willing to help and to listen to her students.  She is exactly what I 
want to be like as a teacher.  I remember, upon finishing my homework, 
I would just sit and talk to her about current events in my life and she 
would always listen and give me great advice.  Even now, when I pass 
her in the hall and we greet each other, she always manages to put a 
smile on my face no matter the situation.  I am so grateful I was able to 

have Mrs. Nielsen as my teacher.  She inspired me to be a teacher and not only that, but be someone my future students can rely on and feel 
safe around. 
 
 During high school, I have learned and achieved so much.  I have grown into a person that I believe others can look up to.  I have 
played volleyball all four years of high school and lettered my senior year.  I also have been on the varsity cheer squad for all four years of 
high school as well.  In both of these extracurriculars,  I was selected as team captain for my senior year.  These opportunities have shaped 
me so much and taught me what it is like to be a true leader.  You must be positive, strong, encouraging, and always do the right thing, even 
when it is hard to do such things.  Being a leader is a huge challenge, but it has molded me into a better and stronger individual.  I am in-
volved in show choir, which I have loved every minute of.  Show choir has taught me to be outgoing and try new things, even if the odds 
are stacked against me.  I also take pride in the fact that I have been involved in National Honor Society as a secretary.  I am also an active 
member in the Student Council and Academy Core Leaders.  I have done 100+ hours of community service and volunteering through these 
organizations.  It has opened my heart to a passion of helping and giving back to those who need it.  It is a great opportunity to be able to be 
involved in not only the community but also in making a difference in this high school in which I call my home. 
 
 After graduating high school, I am going to attend Northwest Missouri State University.  I have been accepted and am pleased to 
say I will be majoring in Early Childhood Education and Elementary Education.  After I receive my degree, I want to go back and get my 
masters degree in either Elementary or Early Childhood.  I love to help others to succeed and grow as individuals.  I want to give everyone 
equal opportunities and chances to be the best versions of themselves.  As an elementary teacher, I will be able to help mold young students 
into capable, kind-hearted, and quick-witted individuals.  I hope to set them on the right path for their own futures. 

(ÅÌÌÏȦ  ) ÁÍ ÆÒÏÍ "ÕÒ×ÅÌÌȟ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÏ×Î ÉÎ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÂÉÇ ÏÎ ÒÏÄÅÏȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÔÉÌÌ ÈÁÓ ÎÏ ÓÔÏÐÌÉÇÈÔÓȢ  ) ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ $ÏÁÎÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÍÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÄÅȤ
ÇÒÅÅȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏÓÓ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȟ ÉÎÄÏÏÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÔÒÁÃË ÔÅÁÍÓȢ  ) ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÂÏÔÈ 
ÍÙ ÍÁÓÔÅÒÓ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÉÎ ÂÉÏÌÏÇÙȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÍÙ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÅÎÄÏÒÓÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÏÆ 
.ÅÂÒÁÓËÁ ÁÔ /ÍÁÈÁȢ  -Ù ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ *ÅÆÆȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÁÒÅ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÁÂÏÕÔȟ ÙÅÔ ÓÁÄÌÙ ÁÎÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇȟ Á 
ÑÕÉÅÔ ÈÏÕÓÅÈÏÌÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÁÓÔ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ -ÁÙȢ  7Å ÂÏÔÈ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÉÔȢ  7Å ÁÌÓÏ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÉÎÇȟ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ 
ÅÖÅÒÙ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ςρÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÆ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȟ ÁÓ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÂÏÔÈ ÒÅÔÉÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ 
ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÊÏÙÉÎÇ ÇÒÁÎÄÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ  ) ÈÁÖÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÁÔ 
0ÌÁÔÔÓÍÏÕÔÈ (ÉÇÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÔÒÕÌÙ ÂÅÅÎ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅȦ 

Peyton Blankman & 
Deeny Nielsen 

 I met Mr. Scholting during my Sophomore  year when I was enrolled 
in Welding I, and he was underway with his first year teaching at 
Plattsmouth.  He instantly inspired me to grow and rise above the challenges 
that I have faced in and out of the classroom.  I found it very easy to get 
along with him, finding our similarities and learning that we have both grown 
up as farm kids.  Throughout my time in his classroom, he has continuously 
pushed me to improve and excel no matter what the project was.  Last year he 
put together a Skills USA team where a group of other students  including 
myself competed in competitions.  He had taken time to work with me one on 
one in preparation for my welding competition coaching me and giving me 
pointers in order to succeed.  He has inspired me to be creative and has al-
ways given me tips and tricks on how to do things better.  His experience has 
been beyond valuable to me as I made my journey through high school.  
From Mr. Scholtingôs advice and experience to the guidance he has given me, 
the impact he has made on my life is immeasurable. 
 
 As a freshman walking through the doors for my first day of high 
school, I wouldnôt have believed what was in store for me throughout my 
next four years of high school.  I have been involved in football, wrestling, 
and track where I was a part of making it to the football playoffs as well as 
qualifying for state wrestling in my junior and senior years.  In addition to 
my involvement in sports, I am involved in Student Council, Academy of 
Core Leaders, National Honor Society, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 

JROTC, and SkillsUSA.  As I became involved in all of these activities I have had the opportunity to meet new people and 
grow into the person I am today, they have played a major role in building my skill set opening up several doors for me.  A 
prime example of this is Cornhusker Boys State and Junior Law Cadet where I held a number of leadership roles and gradu-
ated as the honor graduate in the Junior Law Cadet Program  I am more than thankful for my time at Plattsmouth High 
School and I am excited for what lies ahead as they have prepared me for my future. 
 
 After high school, I will attend basic training for the Nebraska Air National Guard where I will learn to become a 
crew chief on the KC-135 stratotankers.  After my graduation from tech school and basic training, I will come back to Ne-
braska to attend UNL for the spring semester where I will pursue a degree in agricultural business. 

I am Ethan Scholting and I am the Skilled and Technical Sciences 
Teacher at Plattsmouth High School where I teach woodworking, 
construction, drafting and welding.  I grew up on my familyôs farm 
in Gretna, Nebraska with my dad, mom, and two older brothers.  I 
attended Platteview High School where I graduated in 2016.  I then 
went on and attended Wayne State College and got my Bachelorôs 
Degree in 2020.  Some of my favorite things to do are helping on 
the family farm, hunting, fishing, working on different woodwork-
ing and construction projects and watching Husker football. 
  

Mathew Zitek & 
Ethan Scholting 

Meet Mr. Scholting 



Meet Mrs. Poppen 

Mrs. Poppen is an outstanding educator with a fantastic personality.  I 
was introduced to her years ago.  She and my sister Megan had be-
come very close when Megan was in high school.  I would hear stories 
about Mrs. Poppen from my sister all the time and got to see pictures 
of Mrs. Poppen.  I joined Student Council my sophomore year, and 
from that moment I gained a friend in Mrs. Poppen.  I have been able 
to spend time in her room in the mornings and after school when I did-
nôt want to go anywhere else.  She lets me talk to her about anything 
and listens whenever I need to rant about whatôs bothering me.  She 
lets me use her white board to study terms and concepts for other clas-
ses and makes sure Iôm not taking the easy way out on a class assign-
ment.  I see her at all my sports events, and every time I run a race in 
track, she is right there pushing me and cheering me on.  I have a huge 
amount of respect for Mrs. Poppen, I think of her as family. 
 
 I have been involved in football, basketball, and track and field 
for all four years while at PHS.  A couple of my friends had convinced 
me to go out for show choir my senior year, and now I can say that Iôm 
extremely happy I did  I also am proud to be a part of Student Council, 
Academy Core Leaders, HOSA, National Honor Society, Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes, and an athletic leadership group named SALT.  I 
have competed in football and earned the awards of All Conference 
and All District Honorable Mention along with lettering all but my 
freshman year.  In basketball, I have earned Defensive MVP in both 
my junior and senior year and lettered my senior year.  For track and 
field, I made it to state for hurdles my junior year.  I also lettered all 
but my freshman year for track.  For all three of these sports, I have 
earned Academic All-Conference my sophomore and junior year.  I 
have earned Academic Honor Roll each year in our school assembly 
for having an amazing GPA. 
 
After graduation, I will be attending Nebraska Wesleyan University to major in Biology with a focus on Pre-Medicine.  I 
will also be joining their track team running hurdles and participating in the Decathlon and Heptathlon.  After my undergrad-
uate studies, I will apply for admission to medical school at the University of Nebraska Medical Center.  At the present time, 
my focus is to enter the field of cardiology, either as a surgeon or a cardiologist. 

 I grew up in Riverton, Nebraska and attended school at Franklin Public 
Schools through my sophomore year.  My family then moved to Tekamah, Nebraska 
where I finished my final two years at Tekamah-Herman High School.  After high 
school I attended Doane College for two years then transferred to the University of 
South Dakota for my last three years of college.  While at Doane I was a member of 
the sorority Omega Psi Theta, sang in both choirs and participated in two different 
plays.  At USD I spent a year on the choir and competed in multiple intramural sport-
ing events.  I completed my first Masterôs Degree in Special Education through UNK 
in 2013 and completed my second Masterôs Degree in Leadership in Instructional 
Technology in 2020 also through UNK.  I have taught many different science classes 
at PHS over the past fourteen years.  I have been the student council sponsor since 
2010, HS Track coach since 2014, Asst. MS Volleyball coach for 4 years, and Asst 
HS Volleyball coach for 3 years.  In my spare time, I enjoy playing with my three 
children Libby, Asher, and Levi and spending time with my husband Nick. 

          Kevin Sohl &       
  Megan Poppen 

 I have chosen my cross-country coach, Mr. Wiseman as my most impactful 
teacher thoughout my high school career.  He has been a good role model in my life.  I 
am grateful to have been able to be a student and athlete for him.  Every day, Coach 
Wiseman has encouraged me to do my best and work hard for what I love and believe in.  
He truly inspires me with the way he leads his life with passion, optimism, and patience.  
He took his time to get to know me and be a huge supporter on and off the course.  
Coach Wiseman saw things in me that no one else did and he encouraged me to believe 
in myself.  This season in cross country, I accomplished feats I never thought possible 
and I owe much of that to Coach Wiseman 
 Every day before or after practice Coach Wiseman would always give an inspi-
rational message to the team.  These messages were not only for running, but they were 
for life as well.  These are the moments I will take with me after I leave high school.  For 
a coach and teacher who has been here for so long, it is amazing to see how every day he 
is always positive and truly loves what he does.  Coach Wiseman would always say, ñItôs 
not we HAVE to, but that we GET to.ò  He showed me that I should be grateful for the 
little things and that I have the ability to do what I love.  When times get tough, I think to 
myself that I am grateful that I GET to do what I love.  I am not sure if Mr. Wiseman 
realizes the impact he has on the students he teaches and coaches, so here I am telling 
him.  Thank you to the coach and teacher who never ceased to support me in all that I do 
and impacted me in such an unforgettable way. 
 
 During my time at Plattsmouth High School, I have had amazing opportunities 
to be involved in many activities and get to know so many wonderful people.  I have 
been a part of Student Council for four years, National Honor Society for three, and 
Academy Core Leaders for three.  This year I was also asked to join the Student Athlete 
Leadership Team.  I am proud to have held the position of President of ACL and School Board representative in the Student Council.  I served 
as Class President my freshman year and was elected onto the Executive Board my junior year.  I am also honored to have been one of 48 stu-
dents selected in the entire state for the NSAA Believers and Achievers Award this year. 
 I have been involved in Cross Country, Basketball, and Track for four years.  I am a 4-time state qualifier in Cross Country and a 2-
time qualifier in Track.  I was part of a relay team that medaled in the 2021 State Track Meet.  I have also been in Yearbook for two years and 
this year I am the photo editor.  I have enjoyed taking many difficult classes throughout high school, classes that challenged me to grow and 
trust in my abilities.  Going to school is always been something I look forward to and enjoy.  The connections I have made with my friends, my 
teachers, and community are something that I will remember forever.  Plattsmouth High School 
has prepared me well for college. 
 
 I will be attending College of Saint Mary in Omaha next with a major in Pre-Physician 
Assistant Studies and a minor in Spanish.  I also have the exciting opportunity to run collegiate-
level track and cross country for CSM!  I enjoy small-town Nebraska and hope in the future, I am 
able to give back to my community through healthcare. 

 My name is Christopher Wiseman and I was born and raised in Gibbon, Nebraska.  I 
attended kindergarten through my senior year in Gibbon and then ventured to Kearney to attend 
Kearney State College to major in education and played on the menôs basketball team.  I complet-
ed my schooling in 1994 with an endorsement in K-12 Physical Education and 7-12 Adapted 
Physical Education.  I met my future bride, best friend, and love of my life, Deb Wermeskerch.  
We both started our teaching careers in McCool Junction, Nebraska.  After five years there we 
moved to Ralston and I commuted to Plattsmouth to teach elementary physical education.   I have 
been here for 24 years and lived in Plattsmouth for 15years.  Deb and I have three children,  
Kayle is 26, and works as a Recreational Therapist at CHI in Council Bluffs, she is married to 
Travis Simonin, and they have our two grandchildren Hadley (2) and Baker (1).  CJ is 20, a sen-
ior at Northwest Missouri State, and Caleb is a freshman at UNK.  I have always been a music 
enthusiast and Deb and I attend many concerts in the area when we can.  I also read many sports 
books and collect them as well.  My passion is coaching at the high school; I enjoy the competi-
tion and the impact on athletes in sports. 

Meet Mr. Wiseman 



 
 

 Even after only a year with her as a teacher, Mrs. Stephanie Reynolds has 
impacted my life and education.  It is exciting to be in a class she is teaching for the 
first time.  She works hard to make the class exciting yet easy to learn and under-
stand.  I always enjoy seeing how she goes out of her way to expand her and the 
classôs knowledge.  Her attentiveness to our understanding and questions assures me 
I will not be confused.  If I met her earlier, I would have definitely taken calculus 
with her.  I know she is a tremendous addition to the school, and I am very glad I met 
her before I left.  She helped me realize I had a passion for computer science and 
programming.  Overall she is a great example of a woman in STEM and reinforces 
my desire to pursue a similar field. 
 
 I feel my many experiences have truly shaped how I am now.  Girl Scouts 
has been a constant in my life since I can remember.  While I have been a part of 
many troops and worked as an independent Girl Scout, I have participated in many 
camps and have met plenty of girls like myself.  Another group that let me be part of 
a community was AFJROTC.  As a freshman, I immediately felt like I had a family 
and mentors both from the students and Colonel and Chief.  Being a part of the corps 
gave me access to many experiences I normally would not have had.  I was taught 
discipline and respect, but I gained so much more.  One of the smaller but hugely 
vital groups was girls golf.  The team had such a tight-knit bond and let me under-
stand the importance of relationships.  A final impactful experience in my life has 
been as copy editor of the school yearbook.  This position has allowed me to learn 
leadership, communication, and punctuality.  All in all, my experiences and relation-
ships have shaped me into who I am today. 
 

 After graduation, I plan to attend the Colorado School of Mines in Golden, Colorado.  I plan to major in computer sci-
ence with some data science or statistics.  Depending on what happens, I may stay and get my Masterôs Degree there.  I hope to 
find my perfect job and a lake house to raise my family. 

. 

 My name is Stephanie Reynolds and I am originally from Canby, 
MN.  I moved to Nebraska to attend college at Wayne State College and Ne-
braska Christian College.  I taught one year at Norfolk Junior High and 22 
years at Wayne High School.  I completed a masterôs degree from Wayne 
State College and additional graduate math hours to be able to teach dual 
credit courses.  This is my first year teaching at PHS since our family relocat-
ed to the metro area.  I teach Geometry, Calculus (dual credit SECC Lincoln), 
AP Computer Principles and AP Computer Programming. 
 I have been married to my husband Troy for 30+ years and we have 
three children.  My husband is the lead pastor of First Christian Church in 
Council Bluffs, IA.  Our daughter Tahlia is a Wayne State graduate and is a 
librarian for the Yankton, SD Public Library.  Our son, Aaron, is a recent 
graduate of Wayne State College and now works as a Financial Analyst at 
Dakota Dunes, SD.  Our youngest daughter, Katie, is a junior at Lewis Cen-
tral High School in Council Bluffs, IA where we live.  I enjoy completing 
home improvement projects, gardening and traveling with my family. 
 
 

 
 

Meet Mrs. Reynolds 

Mrs. Ross was my teacher for 1st grade.  Although my 
memory from that time is rather faint, I fondly remem-
ber how she would wait with me for up to 30 minutes 
after school was out for my parents to show up.  I donôt 
remember what we would talk about, but I remember 
that her being there made the wait much more peaceful. 
 
 I have been at Plattsmouth since Elementary 
School, and from the start, I made it my business to get 
good grades, and I have continued to do my best as far 
as schoolwork is concerned.  I have taken a variety of 
hard classes for the sake of challenge, and have done 
well thanks to long study sessions and many sleepless 
nights.  I spend most of my time either doing home-
work, or laying about at home, it is very fulfilling life. 
 
After graduation, I want to be a computer scientist, be-
cause I am experienced with computers and they make a 
lot of money.  Other than that, I want to keep my future 
broad, because things might not work out and I need to 
be able to jump ship to other professions.  One backup 
of mine is to become an electrician, as I have been 

learning about the profession since I was 7.  For the future I want to be happy, that is still a work in progress. 
 

 
 I grew up in Chillicothe, Missouri and from as early as I can remem-
ber I dreamed of becoming a teacher.  I attended Northwest Missouri State 
University to obtain a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education.  
After graduating from college, I married Chris Ross, a Nebraskan.  We made 
our home in Plattsmouth in 1978.  I started my teaching career immediately 
teaching three years of 3rd grade, ten years of 2nd grade, ten years of teaching 
1st grade, and keeping those same students for 2nd grade, and then thirteen 
years of teaching 1st grade.  During that time, I obtained a Mastersô degree in 
Curriculum and Instruction from Wayne State.  I loved teaching students and 
getting to know their families.  In 2014, I retired early to step into my next 
dream, that of providing ñdaycareò for our first grandchild.  Iôve continued 
doing that with 2 more grandchildren.  As a family, we enjoy spending time 
at our cabin and attending Husker football and College World Series games.  
I love it when I run into or hear from former students and find out what they 
are doing now.  They will always be ñmy school kidsò. 

Evan Schreiber & 
Terri Ross 

Meet Mrs. Ross 



 
Out of the great many inspiring educators I have had over the years, there is none that I owe more to than Mrs. 

Siedlik.  A good teacher shows, but the greatest teachers inspire, and Mrs. 
Siedlik is no exception.  I have had the privilege of knowing Mrs. Siedlik 
for the past four years and have had her every year of my education at 
Plattsmouth High School until her departure from PHS just this last year.  
In these four short years, I have learned so much from her and owe much 
of my success to the habits and teachings she instilled in me, beginning 
when I was just a freshman.  She may have taught me the ins and outs of 
computer science and mathematics, but much more than this, she inspired 
me to follow my passions.  Whatever new interest I found or opportunity I 
wanted to pursue, Mrs. Sidelik was always there as a guiding hand to en-
courage me, whether it was a Math Day, Quiz Bowl, Making Paper Hats in 
her Class, or applying to UNMC.  She did much more than teach; she was 
a mentor; she was a friend.  She was an inspiration to me. 
 
 I thought that when I would talk about my glory days, it would end 
up being about friendly banter and the lights from camera bulbs flashing 
across my face when I finally crossed the stage and shook my principalôs 
hand in return for a diploma.  I was wrong.  Over the years in high school, I 
became involved in multiple organizations:  cross country, track, HOSA, 
ACL, Student Council, and NHS.  I never thought I would be taking cours-
es at UNMC as a senior in high school.  I am a part of a prestigious pro-
gram called the UNMC High School Alliance.  This program only accepts 
sixty-five applicants each year from across Nebraska.  It gives them the 
unique opportunity to take graduate-level courses and learn from some of 
the best practitioners in the world.  In addition to my courses, I was offered 
an additional opportunity at UNMC.  A duo of researchers were so im-
pressed with one of my presentations and my technique that they offered me a position in their lab, assisting in pediatric leu-
kemia and medulloblastoma research.  I accepted.  I never guessed I would spend more time in a lab coat than a jersey. 
 
My plans after graduation include attending UNK as a part of KHOP program.  KHOP (Kearney Health Opportunities Pro-
gram) is a prestigious program offered by UNK that gives students a more hands-on education in health care and a guaran-
teed spot at UNMC for their respective field post-graduation.  My planned major is Pre-Med Biology, and as such, my goal 
is to graduate from UNK with honors and attend UNMC for medical school.  Due to my acceptance into the KHOP program, 
this goal is well within reach.  After finishing medical school at UNMC and hopefully obtaining my MD, I would like to pur-
sue a career in pediatric oncology ï a field I am passionate about, where I have many connections due to my current research 
at UNMC and my time in the hospital with those patients. 

Iôm from Albany, New York and attended the University of Vermont for my under-
graduate degree in math as well as KU and UNO for my two Masters degrees in 
Math and Computer Science Education.  My husband teaches at Creighton Univer-
sity and we have three beautiful children:  Madeline (11), Declan (11), and Laura 
(5).  I taught math, computer science, and cyber security at Plattsmouth High 
School.  I enjoy spending time with my family, doing anything outdoors, reading 
and exercising.   I now teach Computer Science full time at Millard South High 
School. 
 

Meet Mrs. Siedlik 

Carter Moss & Sarah Siedlik 

 I have chosen Ms. Wiemer as my most impactful teacher through-
out my career as a student.  Ms. Wiemer was the HAL (High Ability 
Learners) teacher at the Plattsmouth Elementary and Middle schools.  In 
elementary school, she kept her eye out for students who showed high aca-
demic potential and placed us in the HAL program.  In middle school she 
kept us engaged with special projects, brain-teasers, and escape room style 
break-out boxes.  She pushed me to grow as a student in the early years of 
my schooling and I can say with confidence that she helped me fall in love 
with learning.  I still find myself repeating her reminder to us:  ógrow your 
dendrites!ò 
 One moment that stands out to me happened in sixth grade.  I was 
a part of Destination Imagination, one of the many programs that Ms. 
Wiemer helped to run, and it was not going well.  Just when it looked like 
our team and our project was falling apart, Ms. Wiemer stepped in to save 
the day.  She offered me so much encouragement and made me feel so sup-
ported.  Knowing that she had my back gave me a newfound confidence 
that I still carry with me today. 
 
 Through my time at Plattsmouth High School, I have had many 
great opportunities to participate in many activities and meet many amaz-
ing people.  I have been a part of our Student Council for all four years of 
high school and I have been in the National Honor Society for three.  I am 
proud to have held the position of President for each of these fantastic or-
ganizations.  They have taught me many invaluable skills that I will use for 
the rest of my life.  I am also honored to have been one of two students 
selected for the Plattsmouth Optimist Club:  Outstanding Youth Award this 
year! 
 I have been involved in our volleyball program for four years.  I have also been on our Varsity Quiz Bowl team since 
my freshman year.  I will miss competing so much!  Even the activities that I was not in for the duration of high school, such 
as Destination Imagination, Band, and Track, will continue to have a lasting impact through the lessons they have taught me. 
 I have enjoyed taking many rigorous classes throughout high school, classes that I believe have readily prepared me to 
take on any academic challenges that college may bring. 
 
I will be attending the University of Nebraska-Lincoln next year as an Electrical Engineering major in the UNL Honors Pro-
gram.  I am keeping an open mind about what the future has in store but I canôt wait to see what that might be!  I am excited by 
the prospect of working with the cutting edge of technology.  I hope to have a part in creating the technology of the future! 

 I grew up in York, Nebraska and attended the University of Nebraska.  My 
teaching career lasted 38 years with Plattsmouth Schools.  I taught fourth and fifth grade 
at Lincoln Elementary School before we moved into the Middle School.  I continued to 
teach fifth grade math and science until my last eight years when I took on the K-12 High 
Ability program.  I loved coming up with puzzles, mysteries, and other conundrums for 
the kids to unravel and solve in class!  After I retired, I moved to Lincoln to be closer to 
my family.  However the phrase ñItôs a small worldò holds true as there are at least three 
other Plattsmouth folks in my new neighborhood!  I am having a great time exploring the 
city, checking out estate sales, attending Husker basketball games, and going to produc-
tions at the Lied.  Travel  is also at the top of my list of things to do.  I hope to visit all 
fifty states and, possibly, every continent.  Right now, cruising is my favorite form of 
travel.  Iôve cruised to the Mexican Rivera, Western Caribbean, Hawaii, and the Panama 
Canal.  Alaska, Europe, South America, Africa, and Antarctica are still on my cruise des-
tinations list! 

Meet Ms. Wiemer 
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 I have selected Mrs. Rodriguez as my most impactful teacher throughout 
my high school career.  Mrs. Rodriguez has been my Spanish teacher for the 
past 3 years and she never fails to bring to light the diversity of the world.  I 
have always been very interested in learning about different cultures and Mrs. 
Rodgriguez has never ceased to encourage me in these interests, inspiring me to 
discover these cultures for myself.  Apart from this, Mrs. Rodriguez has always 
been an example showing that when times get hard, good has never left; some-
times you just have to look a little harder to see it.  I greatly admire how she is 
able to look on the bright side of every situation, no matter what it may be. 
 
 Throughout my years at Plattsmouth High School, I have been involved 
in Student Council, NHS, ACL, FCA, softball, basketball, and track and field.  
Participating in these activities has helped me in more ways than I ever thought 
they could.  Being involved has drastically helped me to develop my leadership 
skills and my ability to work with others.  Having a leadership role in my com-
munity has assisted me, to be more comfortable and confident when speaking up 
and taking charge in many circumstances.  I have learned to balance my time 
between activities and academics, helping me to earn the Academic All-State 
award in softball, basketball, and track over the last couple years.  I believe that 
being involved in activities like these has also been a large part of the reason I 
was chosen as a recipient of the Greater Omaha-Council Bluffs Youth Leader-
ship Award.  My favorite part of all of these activities has been the friendships I 
have made along the way and the memories I will be able to take with me. 
 

 I have decided that I will go to the University of Nebraska Lincoln after graduation.  I plan on majoring in Interior De-
sign and I will probably minor in Architecture.  I have always been very interested in anything art or culture related so I would 
love to be able to incorporate both into my everyday life.  I believe that pursuing a career in the design and architecture field 
would allow me to display my creativity and artistic abilities.  I would also love to travel when I can and meet as many new 
people as possible. 

I graduated from high school in Syracuse, NE and went on to study edu-
cation at Wayne State College.  I later studied Spanish at Wesleyan Uni-
versity in Lincoln, NE.  This is my 16th year teaching Spanish at 
Plattsmouth High.  My husband, Juan, and I have called the Plattsmouth 
area home for 16 years now.  We have two children who graduated from 
PHS and two more who will graduate in the years 2031 and 2034!  Our 
family enjoys visiting local attractions and I love a quick camping get-
away.  We are active in our church through the praise and worship team.  
We continue to look for ways to be involved in the community and con-
nect with more people who take pride in it. 
 

 

  Ameilia Field &  
               Eilene Rodriguez 

Meet Mrs. Rodriguez 

      I  

 I didnôt hesitate in choosing Mr. Work as my guest of choice for a vari-
ety of reasons.  Not only has he been a prominent figure in my classes and ac-
tivities these past four years, but he has also played a major role in my self dis-
covery and development as a young adult.  Being my choir teacher, Mr. Work 
has seen me at my most vulnerable moments-especially in those of fear and 
anxiety.  He helped me grow past these feeling many times, and while helping 
me better myself as a musician he also managed to help me better myself as a 
person 
  
Mr. Work  has always been a helpful and considerate person in my life, never 
once failing to cheer me up even on my worst days.  Choir has grown to be-
come a safe haven for me over these years, as I have created copious amounts 
of memories in that room with the people I can call my family- not excluding 
Mr. Work.  Whether itôs from his simple words of encouragement or his silly 
jokes and banter, he never fails to improve my day. 
 
 I have been a member of both the National Honor Society and the 
Academy Core Leaders for 3 years.  Both of these organizations have taught 
me valuable lessons about leadership and commitment, while also keeping me 
involved within my community, which I am incredibly grateful for.  I have 
been a member of the choir program for all 4 years of high school.  More spe-
cifically, I have been in the show choir for 3 years and our advanced  treble 
choir for two.  I pride myself on the achievements I have made within this pro-
gram, such as winning the outstanding student award for every year it has been 
possible and being selected for numerous honor choirs within the state. 
 I have also been in yearbook for 3 years and achieved the position of 
copy editor this year.  Although the majority of my clubs and activities have 
been long term commitments, I also stepped out of my comfort zone this year 

and joined the girls golf team.  I ended up making varsity in golf, and I am incredibly grateful for all of the memories the 
sport gave me for the short period of time I was involved in it. 
 
After graduation I plan to attend the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in the UNL Honors Program.  I hope to find my passion 
there and discover the career branches best suited for me.  I am determined to excel in my classes and future career, and make 
the most out of my skills and strong suits.  I am excited for what this new chapter of my life will contain and I am going to 
make the best of it!   Although I have high hopes for my future career, my main goal for my future is to enjoy life, whatever it 
may be. 

Chris Work is the vocal music instructor at Plattsmouth High School.  He was a 
member of the 2007 graduating class of Plattsmouth High School and after-
wards he attended Hastings College, graduating with his dual degrees in Vocal 
Music Education and Vocal Performance.  He enjoys cooking and Minnesota 
Vikings football.  Some of his favorite pastimes are directing the Tangier 
Shrine Chanters, teaching voice lessons in his home studio and playing with his 
corgi Thor,  

Meet Mr. Work 


